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“Opportunities for
houseboats which
contribute to life along
the water’'s edge should
be actively encouraged,”
according to the Dublin
Docklands Development
Authority’s Master Plan.
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e've been harbouring a prevalent desire for

it for years, paying premium prices for any

property within a hare's breath of it, whilst
properties commanding an uninterrupted view of it
have long been considered the créme de la créme of
prime residential dwelling. We're talking water, and
the good news is that the potential ro actually live on
it, in the shape of a houseboat, may soon become a

reality.

The recently adopted Dublin Docklands Development
Authority Master Plan s There should be focus on
increasingly animating water bodies. Pigeon House
Harbour in Poolbeg, Dublin, which is proposed to be
developed for recreational and leisure use, could
become the embarking point for a public
transportation water ferry to O'Connell Bridge.
Opportunities for houseboats which contribute to life
along the water’s edge should be actively encouraged.”
On this recommendation what better time to explore

the modern interpretation of houseboats?

The idea of a floating community is one that could
bring benefits on a number of levels. While

traditionally houseboarts were viewed as an alternative
lifestyle option, enjoyed by relatively few people due to
current restrictions, modern design has raised the bar
considerably and hi-spec designs have replaced the

quaint barges and narrow boars of old.

“Waterliving’ is a Danish based company which
provides high quality housing on water and has taken
on the challenge of developing floating communities
by combining contemporary architecture with an
understanding of maritime design. Such a
combination means you can live in a completely new
armosphere, set apart from the ordinary, while sill
enjoying the security and comfort of a fully
functioning modern home. This lifestyle is already
enjoyed in Denmark, the UK, Canada, Finland and
Holland.

David Beard, Managing Director of UK based
‘Floating Concepts’, says interest in the concept of
houseboats there has been growing at a phenomenal
pace. ‘We hope to have a number of v

r, which will

even further.

developments on stream, later this

raise the bar on public awaren




Key features of floating buildings

Waterliving considers three key principies:
energy efficiency, renewable energy

materials’ life cycle, in its new generation O
floating buildings. Five key aspects ensure
they can be self-sufficient and eco-friendly:

- Heat recovery ventilation: a controlied
air exchange wth a heat recovery f
that provides comfortable, energy
efficient ventilation. A low noise unit

ecovers up to 90% of the interior hea
vile controlling humidity and expel-

1 dust, pollen and other allergens

it converter pr

One of the biggest benefits that people get from being

part of a water based community is that of
‘neighbourliness’, which is a thing of the past in most
urban, aparement filled communities, Beard believes.
‘Our Canadian partners, International Marine
Floatation Systems In¢, took me ro look at one of their
houseboat developments near Vancouver, where I spok
to many of the residents. They all waxed lyrical abour

the unique sense of community that occurs.’

‘From a practical point of view, houseboat occupiers in
the UK only pay council tax on the mooring noton the
houseboat itself, which combined with some of our
standard eco-features such as heat pumps incorporated
in hull, solar panels and rainwater harv

considerable savings on the annual running cc

comparable land based property,’ says Beard.

In the last 12 months, they have received a number of
enquiries from Ireland, primarily from Dublin and

Be . The majority of units will be manufactured in
the UK and transported by road in modular or
flat-packed form. Imported models are transported by
cargo vessel to the nearest dock and then tugged toa

waiting berth.
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